
QUESTION: You have your Works Cited list and you’re ready to start your 
project. How do you let your audience know which quotations, paraphrased 
ideas, and facts came from which source?

ANSWER: You put an in-text citation immediately after any quoted or 
paraphrased information.

STANDARD IN-TEXT CITATION: “Here is my quotation” (Lastname #).

“A lifetime of watching the Hunger Games lets me know that certain areas of the arena 
are rigged for certain attacks” (Collins 175).

“I had a horrible sinking in my heart, and from Van Helsing’s face I gathered that he felt 
some fear or apprehension as to what was to come” (Stoker 278).

TWO AUTHORS: “Here is my quotation” (Lastname and Lastname #)
THREE AUTHORS: “Another quotation” (Lastname, Lastname, and Lastname #).
FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS: “Quotation” (Lastname et al. #)

Note: Authors’ last names should go in the same order as the full 
citation in your Works Cited list.

NO AUTHOR/MULTIPLE WORKS BY SAME AUTHOR IN-TEXT CITATION: 
An article would use quotations like this: “Quotation” (“Shortened Title” #).
A book would use quotations like this: “Quotation” (Shortened Title #).

“Nelle Harper Lee (born April 28, 1926) is an American novelist known for her 1960 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel To Kill a Mockingbird, which deals with the issues of racism 
that she observed as a child in her hometown of Monroeville, Alabama” (“Harper Lee”).

“Two rows of bony plates protect the broad backs of the stegosaurs. Knobs and bumps 
cover other parts of their bodies” (Creatures 1)

“There’s a saying in these parts that a child who tastes of salt belongs to the 
devil” (Breath 72).

“The poem tells a tale of nobility, honor, loyalty, glory. My soul sours” (Beast 210).

IN-TEXT CITATION CHEAT SHEET

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novelist
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